
1.	 A major theme of the novel is the many ways scars and traumas from the past shape who the  
characters are. Discuss the connection between the novel’s two main characters, Audrey and Kate. 
How do Audrey and Kate differ in how they deal with their trauma and survivor’s guilt? In what 
ways are they similar?

2.	 In what ways was Audrey limited by the period in which she came of age? Did you relate at all to her 
resistance to conforming  to outside pressures? Did she abandon her dream of an unconventional 
life when she moved up to Alnwick after the war? In what way(s) does she still achieve it at the  
Oakwood?

3.	 Audrey and Kate’s complicated relationships with their respective fathers are foundational to their 
characters. Compare those relationships and the impact they had on each of the women. In what 
ways are they similar or different?

4.	 At one point Ilse expresses that she feels entirely out of control of her own life; that her choices are 
always just life or death and nothing else, a sentiment many people in her position would have felt 
under Nazi rule. How does Ilse try to maintain some semblance of control over her life throughout 
the story?

5.	 The unintended deaths of the children at the Hanover Opera House haunt Audrey throughout her 
life, though Friedrich (and Ludwig) maintained it would always have been worth the risk. In the  
moment they decided to do it, how did you feel about the Red Orchestra’s morally complicated 
choice to risk killing others in their attempt to eliminate Hitler for the greater good? Did you feel 
differently about their decision once you knew the outcome? Why or why not?

6.	 Audrey’s love for Ilse drives her decisions throughout the entire novel, and her relationships with 
the other women she loved (Wen and Kate) were forged in fire. How did each of those relationships 
impact Audrey at the time, and influence her in the future?

7.	 After the war, Audrey fatefully decides to take Daniel to the Jewish orphanage in London to let him 
be raised in his own faith, and she clearly struggles with that decision for the rest of her life. What 
did you think of her choice? Do you think her giving him up for adoption did more harm or good, 
in the end? Was she truly honouring Ilse’s dying wish, or was the decision more self-focused?

8.	 Kate notes that her father believed antiques and old buildings “have secrets and lessons to share.” 
How does the Oakwood Inn, as a setting, embody this idea? In what ways does it become a character 
in Kate’s story?

9.	 Both Audrey and Kate deal with the weight of decisions that alter their lives forever. Audrey chooses 
to stay in Berlin for Ilse, while Kate chooses to leave London for the Oakwood Inn. What do these 
choices say about the ways people seek meaning in uncertain times?
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